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Press Release of December 10th, 2025 

 
In Memory of the Victims of Congolese Tutsi massacred on Dec. 10th-11th, 1997, in 
Mudende Refugee Camp in Rwanda. 
 
Today, 28 years ago, more than 200 Congolese were massacred by Rwandan extremist so-called 
“Interahamwe” in Mudende Refugee camp in Western Province of Rwanda. After fleeing the 
killings in Masisi, Kalehe, Lubero,Nyiragongo and Rutshuru territories in North Kivu Provinces 
in D.R.Congo from the same miltia who perpertrated the genocide agaisnt Tutsi in Rwanda, the 
Tutsi from Congo were housed by UNCHR starting April 1996 in Mudende  and  Nkamira 
refugees until  until  December 10, 1997. 
On December 13-14th, 2025, CTSV_IHUMIRE (Congolese Tutsi Survivor’s Voice) in 
collobaration with ISÔKO will commemorate these acts of genocide to be held on Dec. 13-14th, 
2025 in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Please join the survivors and the community to remember 
these victims.  
According to local officials cited by Associated Press, “the attack on the Mudende refugee camp 
in northwest Rwanda on Thursday (11/12) left at least 271 dead among Tutsi refugees from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)”. As today, we believe these numbers are underestimated 
based on the large numbers of unaccounting victims from many of our families. See below the 
exerpt from then US Secretary of State Late Madeleine Albright and the late UN Secretary 
general  Koffi Annan.  
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For memory, before the massacres of Mudende on December 10, 1997, there were several 
massacres of congolese Tutsi in Nkamira and in the surrounding area in June and August 1997, 
but unfortunately there are no records of these massacres. In December 1997, a new refugee camp 
of Gihembe, in Northeast of Rwanda was established by UNCHR to host survivors of the Mudende 
Massacre among them 99% are Mudende massacre survivors. On this day of remembrance of our 
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parents, grand parents, aunts, brothers and sisters, and all the victims of this barbaric acts, the Tutsi 
Congolese wants to remind our government from D.R.Congo and the AFC-M23 to address the  the 
roots causes of these massacres that are still going on in 2025. 

The same ideology of then Interahamwe militia, currently re-named “FDLR” has been exported 
and implemented in the many congolese, enabled and disseminated among all armed groups once 
called “Nyatura”, Mai-Mai then re-named “Wazalendo” led by some official in Kinshasa and the 
Eastern regions of D.R.Congo.  

We call for the condamnation of hate speech against Tutsi in D.R.Congo, and request the 
prosecution of the authors of Mudende massacres by the government of Rwanda.  

In addition, on behalf of survivors, in memory of these vicitims, we humbly request from the 
Rwandan Government to grant to the survivors to build a Memorial place in Mudende where 
survivors and generation to come should remember this horrific events. 

To our government of D.R.Congo to ban and prosecute all authors of hate speech and cleasing of 
congolese Tutsi and poursuit the dialogue with the UNHCR and the government of Rwanda for 
the repatriation of more than 70,000 refugees currently hosted in 5 refugee camps in Rwanda and 
in Uganda, We hope that in the year of 2026, all these refugees will be repatriated to their ancestral 
lands in North Kivu and South Kivu. 

To the International Community especially the United State of America to condamn and prosecute 
the authors of cleasing of genocide of Congolese Tutsi in D.R.Congo.  

Finally, we offer our unconditional support to the victims of these barbarian acts as well as to their 
families who continue to suffer the horrors of the armed groups scattered in eastern provinces of 
North Kivu&South Kivu with the only motives of  ethnic cleansing of the Tutsi community in the 
DRC. 

We reiterate our commitment to use the legal and diplomatic tools at our disposal to fight against 
the ongoing genocide ideology of Tutsi in D.R.Congo caracterized by hate speech, discrimination, 
cannibalism, destruction of their livelihood and their submission of their apatridie.     

 

Pour l’Association ISÔKO_Diaspora 
 
ISÔKO_USA    ISÔKO-CANADA  ISÔKO-EUROPE 
isoko.2021@gmail.com            info@isokocanada.ca                     Isoko.europr@gmail.com 
 
 
Safari Munyarugendo          Odette Rwubuzizi,  Irene Kamanzi,     
    


